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"Let the children come to me, and 
do not hinder them; for to such be- 
longs the Kingdom of Heaven," 

(Matt, 19:41) 


— 


"Any man who hates kids and small 
dogs can't be all bad." 
(W.C, Fields) 


If you've been to the Worker 
lately you'll have found there a 
wondrous treasure in the shape of 
Aaron, Fernando, Omar, baby Joel, 
and Kevin. They are mine, they are 
yours, in the sense that we are 
their teachers and they are ours, 

I think it's important to lose 
the sense of boundaries we've come 
to accept, to become less dichoto- 
mous in our thinking and our inter- 
actions with others, Children help 
bring this home to me, whether I'm 
at the Worker or volunteering as a 
classroom aid at my son's school. 
There's a sense of responsibility to 
all of them. What they bring to us, 
what they offer unconditionally is 
themselves, their spontaneity, their 
exuberance, their fascination in 
everything around them, What we 
often return is authoritarian think- 
ing, rigidity, and just a-sense of 
superiority. a 

After a long day, or even after a 
short surly one, I've caught myself 
mumbling, "If only they came with a 
muffler!"' Then I've had a child in 
bed with a bad cold and wished that 
he were up, well, and that I were 
dodging race cars across the kitchen 
floor, Odd, how I couldn't share 
his exuberance but empathized in his 
suffering. 

I think about the opportunities 
we have to teach our children, and 
how we sometimes miss the mark, 

At the grocery store the cashier 
has given me too much change, I 
bring it to her attention and give 
back the excess. My son is watching 
this, Maybe he's learned, Then I 
return home and allow him to watch 
a television show with excessive 
violence. I think about the oppor- 
tunities I've had to learn from 
children, and realize I've fallen ~~ 
short there, too, 


Frits Eichenberg 


I try to give Kevin choices 
when he's come to an impasse, and he 
usually chooses wisely. "You can 
either keep the toys picked up, or 
ycu can have a shoe box with.a few 
toys for which you will be respon- 
sible, or you can just leave 'em on 
the floor and the dog'll eat them 
and we won't have to fuss about it 
anymore,"" Not all of our crises are 
as challenging as this one. 


On the other hand, he's used this 
same idea and gives me choices. 
When this happens I get an intense 
rumbling inside that says, "Hold on, 
who does he think>he is!" It's that 
old superiority complex that I have 
to face everytime my son tries to 
lay a little learning on me, Not to 
squelch thatt gnawing and come back 
with a reprimand. about "respecting 
adults" is to forget the child in- 
side ourselves, and to forget that 
we grow together with these chil- 
dren, If we can remember that inner 
child, if we have been nurturing 
that child all along, then I think 
we truly have someting to give these 
children, If we're like W.C. Fields 


(the ultimate sourpuss), who when 
asked, “How do you like children?" 
replied, "Parboiled," a man who was 
obviously born an adult with cigar 
in hand, then f think we should stay 
out of their way. 

When I hear someone say, “Kids 
can be so cruel," I wonder what 
adult got in their way. When I see 
our children bickering and fussing, 
I know an adult got in their way. 

If you feel a need to rejuve- 
nate that “inner child" then you'll 
want to sit in the living room at 
Lazarus House and be with our chil- 
dren, You will be at home with 
Aaron, Fernando, Omar, baby Joel, 
Kevin, and all the rest. My prayer 
is that we come to realize our re- 
sponsibility towards these children, 
all children--including our own 
inner child, I pray that if they’ 
learn nothing else, let it be that, 
when we're sourpusses, they learn to 
sidestep that part of us. # 

-Kate Miller 


O COME, 
EMMANUEL: 


Here at the house Advent and 
Christmas are much like *any other 
time of the year, except our pantry 
is a little fuller. As dsual, we 
are busy preparing’ meals, making 
food baskets, cleaning house, and 
tAlking to the guests, For our- 
selves and most of our guests the 
resources are small to prepare 
for a “typical" Christmas of fancy 
Gites sande taumsel. 

But regardless of whether one 
is a guest, community member, or 
friend of the house, we all have 
one common preparation that costs 
us nothing but time. Takang the 
time to slow down to clear our 
hearts and minds to have a ready 
and waiting space for Christ's 
arrival, Also we must be open to 
‘the way Christ comes, He may come 
as a quiet stillnes in our hearts 
or in the rowdy guest that comes 
through the door. Let us all 


“remember we are one in Christ. 


Patti McKee 


A NOTE OF THANKS FROM NORMAN 


I would liketo thank all 
those people that have helped 
me collect blankets to give to 
people that'll be facing a cold 
winter without heat, for those 
people that live on the streets 
and in abandoned houses which 
some people never see, I would 
like you to know that your gifts 
of blankets are well appreciated 
and are still needed. 


Thank you, 
Norman Searah 


The antagonism between life and 
conscience may be removed in two 


ways by a change of life or by 
a change of conscience, 


‘-Tols toy 


via pacis 


VIA PACIS is published every two 
months by the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 
50306, Telephone 515-243-0765 or 
243-7471, We maintain Lazarus House 
of Hospitality at 1317 8th Ste, a 
temporary shelter for women, 
couples ‘and families, and “Ménsignor 
Ligutti Library and Peace and Jus- 
tice Center at 1301 8th St, 


MASS is celebrated at Lazarus 
House every Friday, 73:30 PM, 
A great way to visit the GW, 


community « 


Jim Harrington 
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Announcements 


"HELP! " 


Hospitality House opening in 
East St, Louis is ready to open 
to shelter homeless, but needs 
live-in help. For information, 
contact Gerry Hasenstab, Catholic 
Urban Ministries, 771 Vogel 
Place, East St, Louis, IL. 62205 

# 618/398-5616 


Organizational meeting for the 
Rural Life Committee of the Des 
Moines parishes will be held on 
Thursday, January 3, 1985, atthe 
St. Ambrose Cathedral rectory 
from 8:00-9:30 p.m. Contact: 
Dennis Steele @ 244-3971. 


Benefit concert for the Faith and 
Resistance retreat will be held 
on February ist at the fire house, 
eighth & Day streets, Des Moines, 
at 7:00 p.m. Joe Taschetta wiil 
perform. 


Audiocassettes are available of 
two workshops Frank Cordaro gave 
at the "Journey to Peace: a Faith 
Gathering" in Minneapolis, MN, 
November 3-4, 1983, These include: 


"A Paithful Response in a Bombfull 
World: Nonviolent Resistance and 
Civil Disobedience" 

& 

"Competing Histories: The Trend 
Towards Fascism-in. America and 
How We Might Stop It" 


'$6.95@ . . » Make checks payable 
and send to: : 


Media Department » 
Catholic Education Center 
328 West Sixth Street 

St. Paul, MN 55102 


ADVENT WREATHS 


The Catholic Worker Farm in 
Sheep Ranch, California offers tem-— 
porary emergency housing and res-— 
pite and retreat space, Your 
patronage of the Advent wreaths 
they make will support their work. 


Complete Sh ooheog tocar! 
(East of Mil SSP orsloleleter sic! 
4 Candles OnlyccescecvcvecSlT 


Please order from: 


CATHOLIC WORKER FARM, BOX 53 
SHEEP RANCH, CALIFORNIA 95250 
Te. (209) 728-2193 


CENTRAL AMERICAN PRACEWALK 


The starting date for the Cen- 
tral American Peacewalk is set for 
mid—-January,°1985, The Peacewalk 
will have people of different 
faiths and beliefs and different 
national and cultural backgrounds 


walking to San Cristobal 
de las Casas, Mexico from 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 


Two core-working groups are or- 
ganizing out of Vermont and the 
San Francisco Bay area, If you 
are interested in how you can 
help by joining the walk, assist— 
ing in organizing, fund raising 
or simply raising others consci- 
ousness, please contact: 
Caminata Pacificadora 
por Centroamerica 
c/o Humanitas Inter- 
national 
P.@. Box 818 
Menlo Park, CA 94026 


Reflections from the Living Room 


By I Dene, ‘Hende eee 


Barly in October, I was privi- 
leged to attend a symposium on 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German 
World War II martyr and Luther- 
an theologian. The symposium 
was sponsored by the Des Moines 
Presbytery and it was their 
generousity which enabled me 

to enjoy two days of intellec- 
tually stimulating lecture and 
discussion. But the symposium 
left me feeling terribly frus- 
trated. As Advent approaches, 
I ponder that frustration which 
rese out of the refusal of 
clergy and laity alike to dis- 
cuss the impact of their intel- 
jectual adoption of Bonhoeffer's 
thoughts on their lifestyles, 
particularly his ideas on the 
importance of a Christian's per- 
sonal identification with the 
poor and the oppressed. 

Today I write from our kite 
chen, interrupted often by vis- 
itors in need of food. Our 
house is overfilled; not a bed, 
couch, or floor-space not pre= 
sently being used for sleeping. 
Last week we experienced our 
first natural respite froma 
full house since early summer. 
We began Thanksgiving Day with 
three rooms open: by evening 
all our couches were full. 

The need is overwhelming. 

I do not believe that people 
generally lack in generousity: 

_ indeed, when confronted with 
need people are amazingly gener-— 
ous. I do believe, however, 
that we are attracted to life- 
styles which by their nature 
limit our encounters with those 
in need. We are naturally at- 
tracted to comfort and one of the 
most uncomfortable situations we 
experience is that of being a 
"have" in the presence of "“have- 
nots." The story of Lazarus and 
the rich man (Lk, 16:19-31) does 
not apply directly to most peo- 
ple, but the reason it does not 
apply is not because we are more 
generous but because we have in- 
tentionally established life- 
styles which limit our encoun- 
ters with individuals like La- 
zarus,. We have succeeded so 
well at avoiding the sight of 
poverty that if we encounter 
Lazarus in our environs we as-—- 
sume he is up to no good or out 
to get something from us. 

If our lifestyles and atti- 
tudes, which seek to avoid the 
discomfort of confronting the 
needs of the poor and oppressed, 
remain unchecked by a deliberate 
effort to live a lifestyle which 
brings us in regular, preferably 
daily, contact with those in need 
we have failed to prepare for the 
coming of Christ in our lives. 

Among the clergy at the Bon- 
hoeffer symposium, I was struck 
by their insistence that their 
congregations follow them in any 
witness to the primacy of Christ 
in their lives. Yet, they fail- 
ed to see that if the congrega- 
tion is to follow--even presum— 
ing the model is a valid one-- 
the pastor must lead! The usual 
rationalization for their refusal 
to speak out, and step out, was 
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that, if they did, theywould be 
discounted as a radical and could 
no longer serve their congrega-— 
tions as they desired. Query: 
Who are they serving? Are they 
not slaves to the thoughts of 
their congregations rather than 
friends of Christ? Wouldn't 
their witness be more effective 
if their lifestyles were ones of 
service to Christ's poor brothers 
and sisters, ones.which invited 
Christ into their homes, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote out 
of his experience and out cf the 
experience of the Confessing 
Church, reflecting on the struggle 
to remain faithful! 

Wherever a group, be it large 

or small, prevents us from 

standing alone before Christ, 
wherever such a group raises 


a claim of immediacy it 

must be hated for the 

sake of Christ. 

(Cost of Discipleship, p. 108). 
While Bonhoeffer's comment sounds 
stark, it is the essence of dis- 
cipleship, the essence of a per- 
sonal witness to Christ. (Mt. 16: 
24), For Bonhoeffer, action in 
the world was primarily the re- 
sponsibility of the individual 
Christian rather than the the 
Church, 

The fear of being labelled 
radical and discounted as one 
out to become a saint ig not uni- 
que to the clergy. The laity not 
only rationalize their refusal to 
speak out against injustice but 
also penalize clergy who do. A 
lifestyle devoted to witnessing 
to Christ is perceived as a 
"cause,'' something to be rele- 
gated to after-work hours. 

Clergy and laity dedicated to 

simple, non-violent lifestyles 
of service are accused of “hav— 
ing their priorities mixed up." 

As Christians, we have the 
opportunity to joyously witness 
to the love of Christ by sharing 
our gifts and our lives with the 
poor, While we can never share 
completely in the desperation of 


the poor--nor could we desire to—— 


we can live in such a way as to 
become aware of and seek to meet 
their basic needs. 


Christian responsibility is — 
not constrained to working or 
voting for any particular party 
or candidate--indeed, some would 
argue that political participa- 
tion merely encourages the poli- 
tical games, Christian respon— 
sibility must be reflected in 
our entire lifestyle, Many sym- 
posium participants shared a com- 
mon political perspective, but 
few words were said regarding 
anything more than voting or work- 
ing for a political candidate, 
Our faith frees us to live lives 
of faith which shout down injus- 
tice, lives of faith which do not 


require an arms race to protect 
them, lives of faith which be- 
speak peace, and lives of faith 
which yearn for the presence of 
Christ. 

Obviously, Bonhoeffer took his 
witness beyond mere speech, beyond 
the polls. Bonhoeffer reflected 
his disappointment with Christians 
who failed to resist the Nazis in 
his Ethics: 

One is distressed by the fail- 

ure of reasonable people to 

percieve either the depths of 
evil cr the depths of the holy. 

With the best of intentions 

they clamp together the part-— 

ing timbers of the building. 
Bonhoeffer's understanding of 
Jesus was as one who spoke out 
and actively resisted the evil in 
the world. Bonhoeffer's Jesus 
was not "transcendent " in the 
sense that Christ was beyond hu- 
man experience, but transcendent 
in that his self-sacrifice defied 
human understanding, Faith in 
such a God cannot remain closeted 
behind the curtain of the polling 
booth but must be expressed in 
human terms, a life-giving con- 
cernfor others. A lifestyle which 
acts out the sacrifice of Jesus 
daily. 

During Advent, we ponder the 
coming of Christ into the world 
for the world. Naturally, we 
seek to renew our commitment to 
be open to his presence in our 
hearts, but we must open more 
than our hearts, Our commitment 
to Christ must be reflected in 
our willingness to open our 
selves to th: needs of the poor. 
Bethlehem was not open to receive 
Mary and Joseph, yet many probably 
slept comfortably without a single 
guest in their home, The Holy 
Family was homeless. 

We cannot condition our witness 
to the primacy of Christ on the 
acceptability of that witness to 
our friends and family, to our 
church, or to the state. We can- - 
not demand that anyone come with 
us, We mist desire only to greet 
Christ ard serve Christ. We must 
prepare to meet Christ by changing 
our lifestyles and we must expect 


to meet Christ in the poor and 
the oppressed. 


PRAYER IN PROTEST II 


This past August i was taken into custody at the 


Rock Island Arsenal when i paused by a flagpole along 


the public path to pray for peace. Public prayer, 1 
was informed, was proh#bited on the Arsenal island. 
Duly warned that should i ever re-enter the Arsenal 
to pray i would be "subject to apprehension and 
prompt delivery to civil authorities for prosecu- 
tion," i was summarily chauffeured off the island. 

Then it struck me as bizarre that while at the 
same time Ronald Reagan urges the federal government 
to institutionalize prayer in public schools, public 
prayer at the Arsenal, a federal institution open to 
the public, is prohibited. It still strikes me so, 
Then i also wondered whether Arsenal authorities _ 
would have been more tolerant of my witness had i 
been reciting the Pledge of Allegiance rather than 
the Prayer of St. Francis. . Two months later i 
returned to find out. 

On October 26 i was again taken into custody by 
Arsenal security, this time for publicly pledging 
allegiance before the American flag. (Before doing 
so, however, i did preface my pledge with a reading 
of “The Sermon on the Mount" and a singing of both 
"God Bless America’t and "America, the Beautiful.") 

When an arresting security officer interrupted 
my pledge, he phlegmatically intoned Section 19, 
Paragraph 32 of some Arsenal regulation prohibiting 
any public gathering which could possibly be con- 
strued as a protest. i let the man finish and then 
explained that i had not been protesting; rather, ok 
was pledging allegiance (to Whom, i did not say). 
Unmoved and unpersuaded, the man retorted only that 
i had best save any explanation for his boss. With 
that i was escorted to Arsenal security offices: 
nearby. 


Inside the office of George Mikell Blocker, head s 


of Arsenal security, i was momentarily distracted 
from his interrogation by the autographed picture of 
the “Hill Street Blues" cast which hung from his 
wall. George recaptured my earnest attention when 
he queried me about my reasons for wanting to say 
the pledge before the flag. His concern was that 
i might be attracting the attention of Arsenal 
employees and other passersby. i answered that. 
before the flag seemed the obvious place to say the 
pledge, adding that i would probably attract more 
attention, and of a different sort, were i to say. 
the pledge before a tree or fence post. George.” 
frowned and shook his head in dissatisfaction. He 
then confided that he himself sometimes secretly 
said the pledge soto voce before the same fl gut 
that i ought not do so publicly. "People," he ex= 
plained, "might think you're trying to make a symbol 
out of the flag." 

"The flag already is a symbol," i replied, "and 
i had nothing to do with that." Because it is a 
symbol, i reasoned, it should be obvious why i would 
choose to say the Pledge of Allegiance before it. 


Well, such yatiocinating did not bring immediate 
enlightment to George. Instead, his eyes narrowed, 
his brows furrewed, and his whole hulk hunched for- 
ward as he very deliberately tmttered that he knew 
the "real" reason why i had come to the Arsenal. 
Furthermore, he said, he knew everybody i knew. 

Understandably amazed, i asked George how my Aunt 
Mary was doing. -(i haven't seen her since my grand- 
mother's funeral six years ago.) Yet, instead of 
sharing news of her with me, George sharply ordered 
me out of his office and off of the Arsenal. i 
asked if this meant i was prohibited from saying the 


Pledge of Allegiance on the Arsenal, and George 


replied that i was "through." i assured him that i 
was not, that the arresting officer had interrupted 
me. When the arresting officer collaborated this 
George threw him one of those glares Abbott usually 
saves for Costello,. acrimoniously asserting that as 
far as he was concerned, i was through. Officer 
Costello o hastily led me to one of those security 
vehicles with the doors which can be locked and 
unlocked from the driver's side, then together we 
drove off the island. 

It still strikes me as bizarre. +4 


eststance Note: 


Four people broke into a 
Minuteman II missile silo near 
Whiteman Air Force Base in Mis— 
souri, Nov. 12, pounded on the 
cement structure with a jack- 
hammer and poured blood on the 
site, Oblate Fathers Carl and 
Paul Kabat, Helen Dery Woodson 
and Lawrence Cloud-Morgan were 
charged with destruction of gov— 
ernment property in the 11th 
Plowshares action, 

The four "Silo Pruning Hooks" 
Plowshares refused bail and were 
jailed pending a preliminary 
hearing set for Nov, 23. Each 
faces a maximum penalty of 10 
years in prison and a $10,000 
fine, 

Authorities estimated damage 
at $25,000, Supporters of the 
action said Woodson told them air 
force security personnel arrived 
one hour after they entered the 
site, but the air force contendec 
the protesters were arrested 
after 20 minutes. All bit Morgan 
have prior records for anti- 
nuclear demonstrations, 


(Thanks to the National Catholic 
Reporter) 


“Making a path from things as they are 
to things as they should be”— Peter Maurin 


Dear Mom, 

It's been sometime since I 
last wrote to someone, or even 
an article for our newsletter, 
because I find that I don't quite 
have the time to do both I would 
like to tell you about the things 
I'm doing and how I'm doing, 

To begin with Mom, for the last 
few weeks I've been collecting 
blankets for people that will find 
themselves out in the cold, or 
with their heat turned off be- 
cause they don't have any money - 
to pay the heating bill, I'm also 
collecting blankets for the peo- 
ple that live along the railroad 
tracks. People known as hobos,. 
They're good people to with even 
though you may not understand 
them, 

I would like to tell you about 
a friend of mine who you might 
never believe was once a priest 
who gave up not the church but his 
parish which stood in the richest 
part of town, And the people of 
his parish never wanted to do any— 
thihg for the poor which sort of 
hurt him when he preached about 
the poor and talked about St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi and other saints and 
people that worked and lived with 
the poor. So he. gave up his parish 
and what he called the good life 
in a rich parish for the life of 
a poor but noble priest, a Francis-— 
can. He taught me alot of things 
about life and death, things about 
hobo life and a whole lot more. _ 
Right now he is travelling north 
to Canada or Alaska to visit a 
Bishop friend of ours, more his 
than mine because I sometimes send 
a dollar or two to help support 
the Bishop in Alaska. 

While he's going north, most of 
the hobos that are around are get- 
ting ready to move south or trying 
to find better places to live out 
the winter. Besides the hobos, I'm 
also trying to help out a couple 
of mothers that sometimes get into 
the habit of wanting to give up 
the children because the state says 
that they are not good mothers 
when in fact they are all they 
need is help. For example, Eve— 
lyn, she's got six children. 

They live in a two bedroom house. 
They are trying to fix their attic 


to make bedrooms. The house they 
live in is somewhat run-down, ! 
She and her children try all sots 
of ways to make ends meet by doing 
paper routes, trying to make bikes 
from all the parts of bikes that 
they find in the neighborhood and 
sell them, It hurts to know that 
she's trying hard to give her 
children a home yet when there is 
no food to feed them and the state 
comes in and says you're not a 
good mother, knowing that her and 
a few mothers would give up their 
children so that theother children 
will have three meals a day, a 
roof over their heads and more 
things than what they have. 
Speaking of mothers, Mom, I've 
got a friend, her name is Shirley. 
She is in jail. She's what they 
call a lifer. She's got three 
good children that love her and 
she loves them alot. They bring 


her their homework and whatever 
paper they get from school to 
show her and whatever papers to 
Even though she's in jail, 


sigh. 


her children are her life or what 
keeps her living and it seems that 
like Evevlyn people want to take 
her children away from her, Since 
she's in jail and where she is at 
is too far to walk and there are 
no buses that go there or even 
near there, I find myself asking 
people if I could use their car 
inorder to visit her, I'm hoping 
to ask a few more friends, but 
anyway we write to each other and 
she gets into calling me, She 
knows almost all the priests that 
I do-and likes what I'm doing. 
Mom, you probably know that I 
won't be coming home for Christ-— 
maS. I want you to know why. 
Do you remember Vince, lives down 


- in the yellow house by himself who 


always got drunk alot. To alot of 
people he was the town drunk. Re- 
member how you and Dad would invite 
him up for a holiday meal with us 
oer you would send him down some 
food or something to him, Well, 
Mom, this year I'1]1 be passing out 
some Christmas gifts to maybe over 
250 people. Some of them like 
Vince and some like Dad and you 
used to help. 

Mom, I want you to know that 
I love you and Dad for letting 
me be me and a whole lot more, ~- 
I want you to know that I've 
learned that as much as I'm hélp- 
ing people out I need people to 
help me out. When people help 
people out something good happens. 
We can somehow answer Cain's 
question, “am I my brother and 
sisters keeper?" and sometimes I 
feel that we should celebrate 
Christmas everyday, not in 
giving gifts but giving hope for 
peace on Earth to people that 
we don't even know because it is 
easy to give a gift to a friend 
but to a stranger that means 
something new to alot of people. 

I want you to know that you're 
right, I can't save the world, 
but if we all gather together 
at least we can say we tried. 
I would like you to know that 
you, the family, Millie and George, 
Dave and my old friends are al- 
ways in my prayers, 


Love; 
Norman 


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD: 
big -isms you have! 


My, what 


WOLF: The better to judge you with! 

-ists are persons who practice, 
adhere to, or believe in some sort 
of -ism; “ists" are persons who tell 
you that they do, i am reluctant to 
invoke any -ist for myself, even the 
complimentary sort. This is due not 
to lack of self-esteem nor even to 
heroic humility, but to dislike for 
pretension of any sort, Such labels 
are usually self—congratulatory, 
laying claim to some supposed super= 
iority, excellence, or distinction 
we presume we possess. 

We like to set ourselves apart by 
our labels, appealing to such appel- 
lations as pacifism, anarchism, fem— 
inism, masculinism, altruism, vege- 
tarianism, Gandhiism, etc, Then~ 
there is a whole slough of less 
lovely -isms which we reserve for 
those that nettle: chauvinism, 


fascism, capitalism, racism, sex- 
ism, fundamentalism, jingoism, 
militarism, etc. Well, it’s all 
alot of nominalism to me, but one 
-ism of-which all these other -isms 
partake is schism, for such -isms 
aim to elevate ourselves on the ped- 
estal of pride while separating us 
from those in whom we fail to recog- 
nize Jesus--or ourselves, So, in- 
stead of loving them, we label them, 
This is self-serving, net serving 
others, and it is definitely not 
serving Christ. 

If what we wish to be about is 
distinguishing ourselves from 


The Gist of the Ist 


~tom merrigan 


others, let us do it by our love, 
not our labels. -isms tend to 
promote much finger pointing and 
righteous indignation, but not the 
Body of Christ. Rather, our -isms 
are mostly meant to circumcise, 
cutting us off from other members of 
the Body of Christ that they might 
know we are neither one with them 
nor one of them, (Who are ''they," 
anyway? i often hear-it said, "They 
Say e ee but i have yet to meet 
anyone who admitted to being one of 
the "they" doing the saying, Actu- 
ally, i think we are the "they" we 
denounce so much, but we are either 
ashamed or afraid to face ourselves. 
Instead, through the glass of self- 
righteousness we denounce and decry, 
little realizing that we glare not 
out a window, but at a mirror, re- 
viling others for what we most de- 
spise in ourselves.) 


{cont. on p. 8) 
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Two peace activists entered a 
Sperry plant in Eagan, Minnesota, 
@ Twin Cities suburb, early in 
the morning of August 10, and 
proceeded to hammer on navigation 
computers for Trident 2 nuclear 
missiles, Bar Katt and John 
LaForge, both from Bemidji, MN, 
also poured blood on weapons 
components in a prototype manu- 
facturing area of the plant. 

In addition to their act of 
disarmament, Barb and Cohn issued 
an indictment against Sperry Cor- 
poration for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, naming 
Sperry’s extensive involvement in 
nuclear weapons production, 
Sperry is involved in developing 
and manufacturing the computer 
systems for the U.S. first-strike 
capability: navigation systems 
for the Polaris/Poseidon/Trident 
ballistic missile submarines; 
command and control operations 
for the U.S. Navy's onboard com- 
puters; and advanced memory 
technologies for military compu- 
ters, In their statement, the 
two said, "We understand our duty 
to obey the U.S. Constitution and 
Nuremberg Law which demand that 
we act to prevent war crimes 
betovehthe fact. Baihosiressonsof 
Auschwitz is that we disarm the 
murderous machine before it is 
beyond human control. The gifts 
of life, joy and love make it our 
duty to choose civil disobedience 
over silence and complicity. We 


hold out our preventative action 


as an appeal to our government 
and the governments of the world 
to take real steps toward disarm- 
ament," 

The two, who were jailed in 
1982 for pouring blood on a 
Sperry recruiter's literature at 
Bemidji State University, easily 
made their way into the Eagan 
Complex, The-well-dressed couple 
walked through hallways searching 
for the computers, Barb Katt 
noticed a sign on a door refer- 
ring to the components they 
sought, then they entered an 
area staffed by about 20 workers. 

They were noticed by workers 
and a floor manager, but were 
unbothered as they unfurled a 
banner reading, "VIOLENCE ENDS 
WHERE LOVE BEGINS.'' Barb re= 
called taking out her hammer 
from their briefcase, but not 
being able to strike a blow. She 
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asked John to hit the computer 
first, 

"We started hitting the thing 
repeatedly,"' reported LaForge, 

"A woman or a man in the room ex- 
claimed, "Oh,my God, what’s hap— 
pening?" 

Katt said that the action was 
nonviolent and nonthreatening to 
the Sperry employees. Their 
hammers were decorated with 
origami paper cranes, ribbon, 
yarn, and pictures of family 
members, They talked with work-— 
ers while bashing the computer 
parts, 

"We explained that these were 
for Trident submariens and 
they'll never be used to kill 
human beings now; we've come to 
disarm them," LaForge recalled, 

The Sperry Software Pair were 
then taken into custody by Eagan 
police, and later by the FBI, At 
a preliminary hearing later in 
the day, .a federal magistrate re- 
leased them on their own personal 
recognizance, although the U.S. 
attorney requested that a 
$10,000 cash bail be imposed, At 
an August 17 hearing, an FBI 
agent stated that the damage to 
three pieces of electronic hard- 
ware waS estimated at $55,000, 

Memebers of the Minnesota 
Women's Peace Camp, which has 
staged civil disobedience actions 
this past year at Sperry facili- 
ties, praised the hammering and 
blood-pouring in Eagan. Thirteen 
women from the peace camp-were 
arrested vatbea™ Stee Pau lees pera 
plant on August 6 during a com- 
memoration of the Hirashima bomb- 
IAG |e 

(Thanks to Mordecai Spektor, 
Northern Sun News, Peace Action 
newsletter, WRL-Oak Park, IL, 
trident nein Newsletter, New 
Haven, CT, and The Peacemaker. ) 


Barb and John went to trial on 
October 10th, defending themselves 
before Judge Miles Lord. They of- 
ferred a brief defense based on 
the Nuremburg principles. They 
spoke only during opening and 
closing arguments, but did per- 
mit themselves to be cross-exam— 
ined. 

The jury was given their final 
instructions on October 11th and, 
after deliberating for two hours, 
found them guilty. Sentencing 
was set for November 8th, 


Sentencing Statement of John LaForge 


With acceptance, silence and compl i- 
city we have lived and live today 
along side steady preparations for 
nuclear holocaust. The Chinese 
tell us, if we do not change our 
direction, we're likely to end up 
where we're headed, But like a 
person dying for many days; we are 
numb to the stench. - 
Sperry's plans, our plans for 
weapons of mass extermination—— 
like the Trident and the F-4G, part 
of which we disarmed-~ are utterly 
and absolutely horrible. I appre- 
ciate your Honor's openess in try- 
ing to understand just how horrible 
by watching the film footage from 
Hiroshima and by listening to and 


allowing our claim of justification, 
Now these preparations have long 
beenoutlawed internationally, and 

I will not pretend to obey a govern- 
ment which is organizing the mass-— 
acre of the whole of humanity. In- 
deed a sentence that includes fines, 
probation or community service will 
also fail in my case because of my 
devotion to the prevention of war. 
Neither will I make restitution to 
Sperry any more than I would pay a 
contract out on my own life, 

In no case, though, do fi ad- 
vocate evading or defying the law. 
On the contrary, although the govern-— 
ment has claimed that we choose 
which laws to obey and which laws 
to violate, the government itself 
has chosen to ignore its own Con- 
stitution in this case. At Article 
VI, No. 2 it says international law 
supersedes all state and Constitu- 
tional rules. 

Sperry wouldn't admit to build- 
ing modevwn crematoria, So it's our 
word against Sperry's and you know 
as well as anyone that Sperry's 
word isn't tobe trusted. The com— 
pany is corrupt and has lied to the 
yovernment before. It has conspired 
to rob the taxpayers, and when its 
weapons are used it gets away with 
murder, 

We all know that hydrogen bombs 
cannot be used with either military 
practicality or ethical justifica- 
tion, We've banned not only the 
wanton burning. of innocnet people, 
but the planning of such an act, 

In human terms, then, nuclear wea- 
pons are useless and blasphemous 
and absurd. Building more, like 
the misuse of drugs or alcohol, is 
a form of chronic suicide. 

The insanity doesn't end 
here. The U.S. alone has ominously 
created 290,000 cubic meters of 
high level radioactive waste from 
the making of bombs that serve no 
purpose. Cancers of all Kinds pro- 
liferate among our children, our- 
selves and our parents, "Con- 
tinue to contaminate, your bed," 
warned Chief Seattle 150 years ago, 
"and you will one night suffocate 
in your own waste," 

Individually, we can do very 
little to keep this from happening. 
I wish your Honor’ to do what little 
you can to prevent an unimaginable 
crime, by declaring the relevancy 
of Article VI an@iby refusing to 
punish us for our small attempt at 
saving ourselves and the world from 
meaningless genocidal atomic vio- 
lence, 

Most people admit to the possi- 
bility of such a war, but the belief 
that disarmament can happen is al- 
most unheard of. This is what I 
ask of you, that like us, you rise 
above your disbelief and your fear 
of failing in order to set us frre. 

We were nearly unable to over- 
come our fear of failure in our dis- 
armament act. Indeed, I may never 
have believed it was possible to 
succeed, only that it was right to 
try; that the attempt was and still 
is universally correct. 

And so the rightness, the cor-— 
rectness and th justification 
swept us into Sperry's Dachau, And 
thereafter letting go of the hammers 
and the baby bottles, we were 
allowed an experience rare in one's 
lifetime. We were filled with the 
"feeling of inner peace" that Aris- 
totle referred to simply as-- 


JUSTICE. 
No matter what happens now, the 


action will always be invaluable to 


me, It convinced me that the arms 
race can be halted nonviolently. It 
is possible to arrest the forward 
momentum, because the two of us 
with the help of our friends delayed 
for months the delivery of proto- 
type nuclear weapons’ parts. And 
finally, it embodied and affirmed 
for me Henry David Thoreats assess- 
ment of his risk, his civil disobe- 
dience and his life in the woods, 
Thoreau wrote: "I learned this, 
at least, by my experiment: that 
if one advances confidently in the 
direction of one's dreams, and en- 
deavors to live the life which one 
has imagined, one will meet with a 
success unexpected in common hours,” 
Walden 

John LaForge 


Sentencing statement, Barb Katt 


I appreciate your remaining open 
to hearing our motivation, I hope 
that you have come to understand 
our act of destroying components 
destined for nuclear warfighting, 

Most of us build prisons for our- 
selves and after we occupy them for 
a period of time we become accus— 
tomed to their walls and accept the 
false promise that we are incarcer- 
ated for life. As soon as that be- 
lief takes hold of us we abandon 
hope of ever doing more with our 
lives, and of ever giving our dreams 
a chance to be fulfilled. We begin 
to suffer living deaths; one of a 
herd heading for destruction in a 
gray mass of mediocrity. 

In our act of disarmament, in all 
its preparations and what has come 
since, I have found a lifeline to 
hope, the resurrection of hope from 
a nevinicqudecttie, Wome Silsit. oto lny 
the nuclear arms race, but the spir- 
itual darkness of futility and self- 
pity as well. Hope is alive in the 
courtroom today. : 

By itself, our confrontation of 
the arms race will not change the 
world an inch in any direction, It 
will do nothing unless the judges, 
prosecutors, elected officials and 
corporate heads open their minds and 
their hearts, The means of trans- 
formation and the power to break the 
inertia of precedent and profit must 
be generated by forces long dormant 
but still alive within them all. 
That is the change upon which the 
world depends, 

I imagine that you are torn by 
feeling bound by government policy 
“ and precedent and by feeling that 
something must be done to stop a 
spiraling arms race, I realize that 
in your position as a federal judge 
you may have to restrain yourself in 
matters of politics, But in the 
case of nuclear weapons, remaining 
silent is itself a political state- 
ment. It seems to me there are 
legitimate legal questions about 
international law, our constitution, 
and nuclear’ weapons, Who can give* 
better answers than a judge? That 
is not an easy position. I make it 
a bit harder by saying that I feel 
fines, restitution, probation, and 
community service would fail to keep 
me out of the federal court system. 
I would ask only that John and I 
would be given the same sentences, 

I cannot ignore a call to obey in- 
ternational law, the laws of God, 
and the laws of humanity. , 

Since it is Dorothy Day's birth- 

day, I Would like to share a quote: 


eWhat we do is so little, but it 
is like the little boy with the 
few loaves and fishes. Christ 
took that little and increased 
it. What we do is so little we 


* may seem to be constantly fail- 


ing, But unless the seed fall 
into the earth and die, there 

is no harvest. And why must we 
see results? Our work is to sow. 
Another generation will be reap- 
ing the harvest." (Dorothy Day) 


-Barb Katt 


On November 8, 1984, Judge Miles 
Lord (Minneapolis Federal Court) 
sentenced Barb Katt and John LaForge 
of Bemidji, Minnesota, for destruc- 
tion of Sperry Corporation property. 
Below is his statement at sentenc-— 
ing. : 


It is the allegation of these 
young people that they committed the 
acts here complained of as a desper- 
ate plea to the American people and 
its government to stop the military 
madness which they sincerely believe 
will destroy us all, friend and 
enemy alike. 

As I ponder over the punishment 
to be meted out to these two people 
who were attempting to unbuild weap— 
ons of mass destruction, we must ask 
ourselves: Can it be that those of 
us who build weapons to kill are en- 
gaged in a more sanctified endeavor 
than those who would by their acts 
attempt to counsel moderation and 
mediation as an alternative method 
of settling intermational disputes? 
Why are we so fascinated by a power 
so great that we cannot comprehend 
its magnitude? What is so sacred 
about a bomb, so romantic about a 
missile? Why do we condemn and hang 
individual killers while extolling 
the virtues of warmongers? What is 
that fatal fascination which at« 
tracts us to the thought of mass 
destruction of our brethren in an- 
other country? How can we even en- 
tertain the thought that all people 
on one side of an imaginary line 
must die and, if we be so ungodly 
cynical as to countenance that 
thought, have we given thought 
to the fact that in executing that 
decree we will also die? Who draws 
these lines and who has so decreed? 


“process. 


How many of the people in this 
democracy have seriously contem- 
plated the futility of committing 
national suicide in order to punish 
our adversaries? Have we so little 
faith in our system of free enter- 
prise, our capitalism and the funda- 
mental concepts that are taught us 


-in our constitutions and in our 


several bibles that we must, in 
order to protect ourselves from the 
spread of foreign ideologies, be 
prepared to die at our own hands? 
Such thinking indicates a great deal 
of lack of faith in our democracy, 
our body politic, our people, our 
institutions. : 

There are those in high places 
that believe Armageddon is soon to 
be upon us, that Christ will soon 
come to earth and tak us all back 
with him to heaven, It would appear 
that much of our national effort is 
being devoted to helping with the 
It may even be a celebra- 
tion of sorts, When the bombs go 
off, Christ won't have to come to 
earth--we will all, believers and 
nonbelievers alike, meet him half- 


-Waye 


The anomaly of this situation is 
that I am here called upon to punish 
two individuals who were charged 
with having caused damage to che 
property of a corporation in the 
amount of $33,000. It is this self- 
same corporation which only a few. 
months ago was before me accused of 
having wrongfully embezzled from the 
U.S. Government the sum of $3,6 mil- 
lion. The employees of this company 
succeeded in boosting the corporate 
profits by wrongfully and felonious- 
ly juggling the books. Since these 
individuals were all employees of a 
corporation, it appears that it did 
not occur to anyone in the office of 
the Attorney General of the United 
States that the actions of these men 
constituted a criminal conspiracy 
for which they might be punished. 
The government demanded only that 
Sperry pay back a mere 10% of the 
amount by which the corporation had 
been unlawfully enriched, Could it 
be that these corporate men who 
were working to build weapons of 
mass destruction received special 
treatment because of the nature of 
their work? 


(Cont. on p,8) 


page 7 


., (Cont. from p.7) 


I am now called upon to determine 
the amount of restitution that is to 
be required of the two individuals 
who have done damage to the property 
of Sperry. The financial informas 
tion obtained by the probation 
officers indicates that neither of 
the two defendants owes any money to 
anyone, While Ms. Katt has no 
assets, Mr. LaForge is comparatively 
well endowed. He owns a 1968 Volks- 
wagen, a guitar, a sleeping bag, and 
$200 in cash. 

The inexorable pressure which 
generates from those who are engaged 
in making a living and a profit from 
building military equipment, and the 
pork barreling that goes on in the 
halls of Congress to obtain more 
such contracts for the individual 
state, will, in the ultimate, con- 
sume itself in am atomic holocaust. 
These same factors exert a powerful 
pressure upon a judge in my position 
to go along with the theory that 
there is something sacred about :a 
bomb, and that those who raise their 
voices or hands against it should be 
struck down as enemies of the peo- 
ple, no matter that in their hearts 
they feel and know that they are 
friends of the people. 


(cont. from p. 5) 


If we are going to be -ists at 
all, let's get personal about it and 
be personalists, believing that the 
fundamental nature of the person 
lies not in name—calling, but in 
communication, According to one of 
the foremost proponents of personal— 
ism, Emmanuel Mounier, attributes 
essential to this -ism includes 


1) Going Out of the Self, The per- 
son must be capable of detachment 


from itself, of self-dispossession, 
of decentralizing itself in order to 
become available to others. “Only 
those who are thus liberated can 
ever liberate others or the world." 


2) Understanding, This is ceasing 
to see myself from my own point of 
view, and looking at myself from the 
standpoint of others, It is’ recog-= 
nizing in others that which is in 
me. For we who would be Christians, 
it must mean recognizing in others 
the Christ in us all. 


3) Sharing. This is taking upon 
ourselves thé destiny, the troubles, 
the joy or task of another; it is 
taking the other "upon one's heart." 


4) Giving. "The vitality of the 
personal impulse is to be found 
neither in self-defense . . « nor in 
life-and-death struggle (as with ex- 
istentialism) but in geflerosity or 
self—bestowal—-ultimately, in giving 
without measure and without hope of 
reward. The economic of personality 
is an economic of donation, not of 
compensation nor of calculation." 


5) Faithfulness. "The adventure of 
the person is one that is continuous 
from birth to death. Devotion to 
the person, therefore, love or 
friendship, cannot be perfect except 
in continuity. This continuity is 
not a mere prolongation or repeti= 
tion of the same thing, like that of 
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Now, conduct of this sort cannot 
be condoned under the guise of free 
speech. Neither should it be total- 
ly condemned as being subversive, 
traitorous, or treacherous in the 
category of espionage or some other 
bad things, I would here in this 
instance take the sting out of the 
bomb, attempt in some way to force 
the government to remove the halo 

*with which it seems to embrace any 
device which can kill, and to place 
instead thereon a shroud, the shroud 
of death, destruction, mutilation, 
disease, and debilitation. 

If there be any adverse reaction 
to this sentence, I will anxiously 
await the protestations of those who 
complain of my attempts to correct 
the imbalance that now exists in a 
system that operates in such a man- 
ner as to provide one type of jus- 
tice for the rich and a lesser type 
for the poor. One standard for the 
mighty and another for the meek, 
And a system which finds its human- 
ness and objectivity is sublimated 
to military madness and the worship 
ef the bomb, 

A judge sitting here as I do is 
not called upon to do that which is 
politically expedient or popular, 
but is called upon to exercise his 
calm and deliberate judgment in a 


ats 


Fritz Elchenberg 


manner best suited to accomplish and 
accommodate and vindicate the rights 
of the people acting through its 
government, and the rights of those 
people who are the subject matter of 
such actions. The most popular 
thing to do at this particular’ time 
would be to sentence them to a ten- 
year period of imprisonment, and 
some judges might be disposed to do 
just that. 


(Judge Lord subsequently gave 
both Barb and John six-month sus- 
pended sentences. ) 


—————— ————— —— ——_arnnnnnninEEEEIETEREEEE 


Barb Katt and John LaForge plan on 
spending the next few months speak- 
ing in the midwest about disarma- 
ment actions, If you are interested 
in more information regarding their 
action or inviting them to speak to 
a group, they can be reached at: 

Barb Mishler's 

4140 Vincent Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 

(612) 922-4176 

or 

their home ‘ 

Rt. 3, Box 726 

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 

(218) 863-8597 


a material or logical generaliza- 
tion: it is a perpetual renewal. 
Personal faithfulness is creative 
faithfulness. 

"This dialectic of personal 
intercourse builds up and sustains 
the being of all who participate in 
ditt 

"Whenever I treat another person 
as though (the other) were not 
present, or as a repository of in- 
formation for my use, an instrument 
at my disposal; or when I set (the 
other down in a list without right 
of appeal--in such a case I am be- 
having towards (the other) as though 
(the other) were an object, which 
means in effect, despairing of the 
other. But if I treat the other as 
a subject, as a presence--which is 
to recognize that I am unable to 
define or classify the other, that 
the other is inexhaustible, filled 
with hopes upon which alone the 
other can act--this is to give the 
other credit, 
is to make that other desperate. 

« « « Real love is creative of dis- 
tinction; it is a gratitude anda 
will towards another because they 
are other than oneself, 

" . . .« This communion of love, in 
liberating those who respond to it, 
also, liberates and reassures those 
who offer it. Love is the surest 
certainty we know; the one irrefut- 
able, existential cogito: I love, _ 
therefere I am; therefore being is, 
and life has value (is worth the 
pain of living). . . » Communica- 
tion, even when hostile, is the 
thing that most surely reveals me to 
myself." 


In sum, the gist of the -ist is 
that -isms are for schisms, but 
they're not for Christians, for whom 
"there are no more distinctions . .. 
but all are one in Christ Jesus 
(Gal. 3:28), Let's let our love 
christen us, not our -isms, 


To despair of anyone - 


The Peace Activist and the Jax Collector ~tom 


“(based on Luke 18:9-14) 


(1) He spoke the following parable to some people who” 


prided themselves on being virtuous and despised ever-— 
yone else, “Two women went to church to pray, one a 
peace activist, the other a tax collector, The peace. 
activist stood there and said this prayer to herself, 
'I thank you, Creator Gods. that I am not grasping, un- 
just, violent like the rest of humankind, and particu- 
larly that I am not like that tax collector there. I 
am a pacifist, a vegetarian, and fast for the Freeze 
on Fridays; I subscribe to Sojourners, belong to War 
Resisters League, and get arrested for civil disobe- 
dience twice a year; I correct any who use noninclu= 
sive language, daily pray the "Our Father and Mother," 
and say "nurture" and "empower" as much as ae can; 1° 
wear Salvation Army specials, sandals in the summer, 
and voguish peace buttons; I seldom bathe, shave 
neither my legs nor armpits, and refuse to wear a bra; 
and I drive a Volkswagen Beetle.‘ The tax collector 
knelt some distance away, not daring to raise her eyes 
to heaven; but she beat her ceeee and said, ‘Father, 
be merciful to me, a sinner.' This woman, I tell you, 
went home again at rights with God; the other did not. 
For they who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 
they who humble themselves will be exalted." 


(2) He “spoke the followirig parable to some people who 


prided ‘themselves on being virtuous and despised ever- 
“yone else. '"Two’men went to church to pray, one a 


Catholic Worker, the other’a tax collector, The C.W. 


__.stood there and said this prayer to himself, "I thank 


yous Creator God, that: F am'not grasping, unjust, 
violent like the rest of ‘humankind, and particularly 


‘like that tax collector there, I organize nonviolent 


civil disobedience protests, wear a. beard, edit a C.W. 


newspaper, cook at’a soup kitchen on Tuesdays, hitch- 


hike rather than owna-‘car,' have-but two sets of 
clothing (warm weather and cold) including the latest 
peace T-shirts, study theology, play the.guitar, favor 


a co-ed clergy, am an ex-seminarian,;.and try to use 
inclusive language in public (extra loud in church)-- 


whether wanting to or not.' The tax collector knelt 


-some distance away, not daring to raise his eyes to 


heaven; but he beat his breast and said, "Mother, be 
merciful to me, a Sinner." This man, I tell you, went 
home again at rights with God; the other did not. For 
they who exalt themselves will be humbled, bat they 
who humble themselves will be exalted." 


Letter from Mexico 


Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for helping to plan and 
carry to a fruitful conclusion my - 
recent speaking tour in the U.S. 

I am deeply grateful to you and 
hope that you will convey this to 
others in your area who shared the 
responsibility. Unfortunately, I 
was not able to get many of their 
addresses. 

In an attempt to analyze the 
reactions of the group with which 
I spoke, I truly feel a bit sty- 
mied. The very positive reactions 
in every area were a great sur- 
prise to me, and as many of you 
expressed, also a surprise to you. 
From Des Moines, Iowa to Ridge- 
field, Connecticut, the same 
phenomenon occurred. Interest, 
concern, resulting in sharing 
were the hallmarks of each event. 

This leads me to believe that 
possibly we have to do some re- 
thinking about Christians in the 
U.S.A. There is no question in 
my.own mind that we are still 
subject to the Constantinian 
assimilation; that one of our 
major problems is the divorce of 
the gospel from the prophets. 

Yet, because of what occurred on 
this particular trip, I feel the 
need to examine whether our peopfe 
are unconsciously caught up in 
that unfortunate historical tradi- 
tion which would mean a need for a 
more educative approach, and poss- 
ibly a less political approach. I 
do not have the answers but I , 
would appreciate your sharing~your 
reflections with me. 


And important to those of us 
who are deeply concerned about 
Christian.wiity, my experience 
was that denominational differ- 
ences did not affect what I 
mentioned above. 
that many of our Christian people 
are attracted by the new funda- 
mentalism because they think it 
brings more validity to their 
Christian lives? 


Is it possible 


Have we depended 


THANKS 1S 
GIVING 


too much on traditional structures 
instead of being witnesses toa 
dynamic presentation of the Word 
of God? I ask myself if it is 
possible that, we really do ignore 
the Grace which the Spirit brings 
to those who believe and, conse- 
quently, are responsible for 
bringing a bland witness instead 
of a more dynamic and challenging 
one to our people. Last year's 
tour proved to me that we find in 
each of our Christian Churches a 
truly basic community of believers, 
This year I reach the conclusion, 
that while it might be frightening 
to people at times, while it may 
be very challenging and disturbing 
to the status quo in which we find 
ourselves, many of our people are 
anxious to hear an unadulterated 
witness to the Word of God. Is 
this your experience also? 

Thank you again for welcoming 
me to your community, Commitment 
is what I had always hoped it 
would be. . . the coming together 
of Christians in the unity of love 
and concern and justice. 


4 
Peace and Grace to you, 


L.M. Colonnese 


P.S. Address: 


Senor L.M. Colonnese 

Apartado 360-Centro 

62000 Cuernavaca, Morelos — 
MEXICO 
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First Impressions 


by Demag Henderson 


(Author's Note: This article 

is intended to be.a comment on’ 
the. First Draft of the Pastoral 
Letter on Catholic Social Teach- 
ing and the Economy: rather than 
a critique. Our next issue-will 
include an analysis and critique 
by Richard Cleaver. ) 


The National Conference of: 
Catholic Bishops issued the long- 
awaited First Draft of their Pas- 
toral Letter on Catholic Social’ 
Teaching and the U.S. Economy on 
November 11th. The response of 
the national press was a predic- 
table cry of utopian optimism and 
hypocrisy. The vast media cover- 
age, by reporters who never read it 
completely, will probably exceed 
the pastoral coverage it will re- 
ceive from the pulpit. I write as 
a lay woman who has read the Draft 
in its entirety--no small task, 

I might add--and would like to 
share some of my thoughts. 

The most obvious character- 
istic of the Letter is neither its 
content nor its title but its size, 
Unfortunately, the size of the 
Letter may be its biggest draw- 
back. According to one National 
Catholic Reporter article, the 
Draft contains 50,000 words, It's 
a cinch the Catholic right will 
never read it, but the bishops 
had a chance at the ears of the © 
Catholic left--that is until 
everyone heard how long it was, 
Fortunately, the Economic Pastoral, 
like the Peace Pastoral, is pre- 
ceded by an outline. Reading the 
Letter in its entirety will pro- 
bably be left to university reli- 
gion clases. 


While my initial impression of 
the Draft is favorable, my opti- 
mism is generated not so much 
by the content of the Letter as - 
by the response of the media, 
the Catholic right, and the 
Reagan administration, When- 
ever the bishops make a state- 
ment which draws criticism from 
these three groups simultan- 
eously, I'm certain they must 
be doing something right! Al-= 
though my ears are not regular-— 
ly filled with rightist pro- 
paganda--I go to great lengths 
to avoid it--one N.C.R. arti- 
cle cites two "alternative state- 
ments" on Catholicism and the 
U.S. economy which preceded the 
Bishops' Draft. 

The purpose of the Draft is 
twofold: to provide gvidance for 
members of the Roman Catholic 
church as they seek to form their 
own consciences and reach moral 
decisions about economic matters, 
and to persuade others who do not 
share the Roman Catholic faith 
or tradition in order to influ- 
ence the public policies of the 
nation. To give the bishops the 
benefit of the doubt, I will say 
the Letter was intended to touch 
their flock, but that is about 
all it will ever do, Like the 
Peace Pastoral, the Economic Pas-— 
toral will stick to Catholics more 
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than Catholics stick to the Pas- 
toral. The new Draft contains 
many “challenges” to the Church 
and the "community," but the in- 
dividual escapes almost unscathed. 
Unfortunately, the witness of the 
Church as a corporate body will 
not reflect the spirit of the 
Pastoral Draft unless the life- 
styles of its members reflect the 
priorities contained in the Let- 
ter. The Letter could easily 

be read by an individual with- 
out serious reflection on its im- 


-plications for his or her life- 


style simply because the Letter 
is generally directed to the 
Church and society. 


My interest may have waned out 
of fatigue, but the Policy Appli- 
cations of the Draft was just not 
up to the Foundations section. 
The sectimn on poverty provided 
the most interesting reading, pro- 
bably because it has some impli- 
cations for me personally. Even 
if it was merely a discussion of 
attitudes toward the poor, the 
Draft had finally addressed the 
personal implications for the 
individual who doesn't have much 
money and who owns no stock. 

The concepts of "preferential 
option for the poor" and the 
"principle of subsidiarity" are 
presented didactically, prefaced 
by a biblical commentary on the 
underlying issues, but the bishops 
simply fail to issue a strong 
moral directive to their people. 
They do lay a good foundation, 
but, unfortunately, they really 
do not take adyantage of it. 


The section entitled "A New 
American Experiment" contains 
a discussion of the theory. that 
the sense of “being part of the 
commonweal and having obligations 
as well as rights" is lacking in 
the American society. I find it 
interesting that the bishops 
failed to note any lack of the 
same sense in American Catholics 
to their faith. Without discuss- 
ing the cause, the desire of Am- 
erican Catholics to fit in is 
often manifested by a voracious 
appetite for secular values. 

While the whole emphasis of 
the Letter is allegedly focused on 
justice, only the paragraph address-— 
ing clergy. and religious makes an 
explicit plea for simplicity of 
lifestyle and identification with 
the poor. I'd like to note two 
aspects of the request that 
bother me. After the bishops 
make a definite statement on the 
rights of, clergy and religious 


to earn a decent wage, it seems 
they have now created a reason for 
not failing to fufill that right. 
Secondly, after 49,000 words 
which implicate the laity more 
than religious, the bishops once 
more dilute the importance of 
the laity by asking, “in a spe- 
cial way," religious to be exam- 
ples through their witness of 
detachment and poverty. The 
bishops in their last few words 
gave more guidance to vowed 
religious than they gave the 
laity in 49,000, Fortunately, 
the laity are so accustomed to 
the denigration of their role 

in presenting Christ to the 
world that few will notice that 
once more their role has been 
subjugated to that of vowed 
religious, 

The bishops certainly have 
provided food for thought, but 
American Catholics need more 
than food for thought. Many 
Catholics are not even at a 
stage where they can digest 
such concepts no less put the 
concepts into action by their 
own lifestyles, The challenge 
is the lifestyle. 


LETTER FROM PRISON 


Most of the signers of this statement are in prison in various 
institutions throughout the United States. They have been 
labeled criminals for acts of conscience in opposing the nuclear 
arms race. The majority of these are members of the Griffiss, 
Sperry Software Pair, Trident II and Pershing Plowshares recently 
sentenced to two or’ three years in Federal Prisons for acts of 
disarmament. 


We have decided to join together the first of each month to - 
fast as a call to reflection and action. And we ask you to . 
publish this statement as an invitation to your readers. 


Each month we will be ‘sending you a reflection by one of the 
prisoners. We ask you to consider these as well for publication: 
They may be about 250 words long. ~ 


.e 


Sincerely yours, 


James Perkins and Todd Kaplan 
(The Pershing Plowshares) ~ | 
Federal Prison Camp, Danbury, CT 06810 ; 


PEACE PRISONERS FAST — 

In response to the cry of the poor, the hungry and the oppressed 
of the earth, we choose to set aside each first day ane month as 
a day of fasting, and we invite those beyond prison walls to join with 
us in this act of awakening conscience. We believe that in the cry of 
the oppressed God speaks to us, calling us to take personal and 
resolute action in resistance to the arms race, the cause of so 
much violence, starvation and contempt of life, and of that which 
threatens the ultimate violence. ate hope is that those who read 
this appeal will join us in prayerful fasting and be moved to take 
the next steps of faith: 1) ap build communities of prayer, study 
and searching out the will of God, 2) to personally and collectively 
respond to the needs of the oppressed and poor neighbor, and ey ts 
undertake acts of resistance to the "lawfulness" of nuclear 
destruction and to the systems of injustice which make possible 
their creation. As we share in this monthly day of fasting and 
prayer, reflecting on the vision of a peaceful, non-violent world 
and repenting of our unfaithfulness in failing to embody that 
vision, “hungering" in the desert for peace and challenging one 
another to the work that lies before each of us, may our com- 
mitment to act for justice and peace be renewed and strengthened. ] 

Please tell us of your own response to this call. Write to 


Jim Perkins, Danbury Prison Camp, Pembroke Station, Danbury CT 06810 


Dean Hammer Per Herngren Frank Parnopoulos 

Vern Rossman Barb Katt John Pendleton 

Todd Kaplan John LaF orge Leo Schiff 

Jim Perkins Paul Magno, Jr. Rev. Phil Berrigan 

Kathleen Rumpf = Jean Holladay Ellen Grady 
Elizabeth McAlister Bill Boston Peter DeMott | 


Christin Schmidt Lg = Janice Kuenning 
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